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Interstate Commerce Com¬
missioner McChord Reports
: on Congested Conditions.

WASHINGTON COAL HALTED

- Cars bound for Washington and other

southern points held up by congestion
fn yards; coal cars for Washington de¬

layed by lack of engines to convey

them, and a continued shortage of

twitching engines in yards, which holds
up Washington-bound traffic at Phila¬

delphia and other points, are features

of yesterday's statement on conges¬

tion of traffic issued by Commissioner
McChord of the Interstate Commerce
Commission.
, In the east side yard of the B. & O.

road at Philadelphia, on January 8, the

report states, 454 moved west, with 245
loads for the west still on hand, and

these included eight cars of hard coal

for Baltimore, twenty-eight for Wash¬

ington and seven for Potomac Yard.
(The Potomac Yard hound cars are list¬
ed separately because some of them go
farther south. The report continues:
.'Seventy-one cars of coal for New
York were held on account of Phila¬
delphia and Reading not being: able
to handle: eleven locomotives held for
repairs; fifty-five engine house and
ihop employes off duty during twenty-
four-hour period ending 7 a.m., Janu¬
ary 8."

I Bad Situation in Philadelphia.
Philadelphia is now one of the worst

points of congestion in the east, it was

explained, because the tracks between
there and New York form the neck of a

Pottle toward which traffic from the west
and south pours in too fast to be con¬

veyed over the available trackage.
The report from the Philadelphia yards

of the Pennsylvania railroad states:

^Philadelphia division, from 12:01 a. m.

to 11:59 p. m., January 7: Movement.
»50 cars inbound and 1,093 outbound:
*0 trains ready to move, with no power
Available. Still on hand. 1.683 cars."
From the Pennsylvania's yards in Phila¬
delphia an inspector reported, under date
df January 10: "Officials advise that it
is impossible to move cars south, on the
Maryland division, on account of the
congested condition of Thurlow and
$dfre Moor yards."

Priority Orders Ignored.
The railroad's policy of eliminating:

priority orders was reaffirmed yester¬
day. when officials refused the request J
Of steel a.id oil int^re-sts for snecial pref¬
erential movements. Until the conges¬
tion is cleared, no shipments may have
& clear priority right, officials explain-
* Complaints of West Virginia coal ope-
fators that they were receiving insuf¬
ficient cars were referred to Assistant
director Smith, together with reports
from Interstate Commerce Commission
Inspectors that hundreds or empty coal
gars were held up in freight congestion
near Philadelphia and at other eastern

joints.Assurance that all railroad employes
would be considered in any future re¬
adjustment of wages was given" yester¬
day by railroad officials to F. Finnison,
*ice president of the union of mainte¬
nance of way employes. He presented
$o wage demands.

*Shipments Over Shortest Routes.
5 The Interstate Commerce Commission
Cleared the way for railroads to haul
freight over the shortest routes and
establish new receiving or delivery
Joints, by reducing from thirty days
fo one day the period of notice to be
given before changing tarifTs. Roads
Jnso were au*horized to haul freight
fver new routes at rates for which
fhipraents wer4 accepted, without ob¬
serving the uslial long-and-short-haul
provisions of the interstate commerce
let. The commission reserved the
tight, however, to order revision of
tates at any time.
* Additional tabulations of railroad
earnings in November, made yesterday
»y the commission, based on returns
from 153 roads, showed net revenue
from railway operations was $87,057.-
000. as compared with $104,897,000 in
November. 1916. Reports are expected
from thirty-two additional roads.

IS KILLED BY STREET CAR
Auitin F. Iardella Knocked Sown
: Hear Hit Home, Dies on

Way to .Hoipital.
* While on his way home with a number

packages of food he had purchased
ftt a market for his mother, Austin F.
Iardella, forty years old. 324 Delaware(venue northeast, was knocked down
%y a Capital Traction car on C street,(ot far from his home, last night about

I o'clock, and his body so horribly man-
led that he died before he reachedCasualty Hospital.

* Although the accident occurred al¬most within sight of his home, hismother and brother, with whom helived, knew nothing of it until twokours' later, when his body was identi¬fied. Iardella, it is stated, stepped from.ehind an eastbound car and was struck®y a car going in the opposite direction.* Motorman Thomas Hayes, 2406 H

Eet, was unable to stop the car ondown grade in time to save the's life. Iardella was pushed alongChe tracks a short distance. He wasalmost lifeless when he was picked upand started on the way to the hospital.Hayes and Conductor Houghton B.Riley were arrested by Sergt. EdwardCurry. They later were paroled byCoroner Nevitt to appear at an in¬quest that will be held at the morgueat 3 o'clock tomorrow afternoon.

fINLAND THREATENED
: BY RED GUARDS AND RUSSi
Bolshevik Agents Try to Stir Up
.Bevolutionary Agitation, Which
J They Find Too Lukewarm.w
*

^ STOCKHOLM, January 12..Finland is&reatened by the red guards, aided byRussian soldiers, who are always ter¬rorising the country, says a Haparande
dispatch to the Dagens Nyreter. Bolshe¬vik agents, the dispatch adds, have ar-
ftved in Finland in order to stir up theRevolutionary agitation, which they findtoo lukewarm. The red guards threaten
|o dismiss the senate and dissolve the!
diet, summon another diet and establish* "red" senate.
,^The Helsingfors Xuvudstadsbladet saysthat Russian soldiers have visitedhouses In Finnish towns, making arbi¬trary arrests and committing many actsviolence. Red guards forced their
way into the home of the former gov¬ernor general of Helsingfors and de¬clared that no laws had any validity.

V Cleveland Crime* Outwit Police.
CLEVELAND. Ohio. January 12..

That the police force Is unable to cope
with the present crime wave In this
Illy was admitted by Chief of Police
Smith Inlir who recommends an in.
trease* of 700 patrolmen and titty de¬
tectives Immediately.

Program of Provisional Zion
ist Committee Explained by

Ben-Zion Ben-Yehuda.

SITUATION MISUNDERSTOOD

ITTAMAH BF.\-AVl. '¦ .

A near eastern series of states, ex¬

tending from the Black sea, and touch-
jng one another, reaching to the borders
of Egypt; |These states to form a quadruple alii-
ance. with Armenia to the north. Arabia
to the south, Judea lying between as a

binding unit, and Lebanon on the west-
ern side;
Thus to establish a barrier of Jews,

Christian Arabs and Moslem Arabs,
which would check the penetration of
German influence toward Bagdad and
India.
This is the broad outline of the pro¬

gram of the provisional Zionist commit¬
tee. of which Rabbi Stephen S. Wise is
chairman, and Justice I-outs D. Brandeis
honorary president, as outlined by Ben-
Zion Ben-Yehuda, now in Washington
in behalf of the Zionist movement.
He is better known perhaps by his pen

name. Ittamar Ben-.ivi, adopted when he
was Berlin correspondent for tnree jears
for French papers and when he was
editor of a daily paper in Jerusalem, the
place of his birth.
"Lloyd George made a historic dis¬

tinction.- he stated, "when for the first
time he made a distinction between
Svria and Palestine. He indicated
genuine line of cleavage, that between
Svria. which is Moslem. Lebanon, which
Is Christian Arabian, and Palestine,
which is Jewish.

Bejoice at Fall of Palestine.
"Arabs and Jews alike rejoiced when

Great Britain took Palestine. Only about
two-thirds of the Arabs in Palestine are

Mohammedan; the others are Christian.
They distrust one another more than they
do the Jews. Therefore, they would pre¬
fer British rule, or an independent state,
to any arrangement which would be either
Mohammedan or Christian. This fact 18
not generally understood."
Palestine haa suffered by the efforts

of Germans^to extend their influence
there, Ben-Avi stated. But the Arab ha*
learned to distrust the German; and after
war was declared the paper money of
Jewish banks was accepted when that of
the German and Turkish governments de¬
preciated. This was all the more re¬
markable. be said, because the Geirnans
had sought to compete with Jewish finan¬
ciers by establishment of rival banks.
"The English always have been Zion¬

ists," he continued. "That is a historic
fact. The British government knows that
a Jewish nation there affords the best
protection against invasion from the
north. Arabia alone, without another
Arabian state, would succumb to German
influences. With all their other fine quali¬
ties the Arabians are not organizers.
Egypt would disintegrate within a year
were the British protection removed.
"To form a group of small nationalities

along the lines of racial and common in¬
terests Syria. Armenia, Arabia. Lebanon,
Palestine and Mesopotamia must be
freed from the Turkish yoke. Turkey
should become an independent nation.

"I know Germans and I know Turks.
After all. the Turk is a gentleman. He
has been greatly impressed by the dis¬
play of German peace-time efliciency
and especially by the pomp and mil¬
itarism of the German rulers. For the
saka of the Turk himself the nation¬
ality of Turkey must be preserved and
permitted free development.

Zionism Misunderstood.
"Aside from all sentimental consid¬

erations and those of right and Justice,
there Is the strongest reason for & Brit¬
ish protectorate in Palestine. - Zionism
does not mean, as is too often thought,
that Jews everywhere should pick upand go to Palestine. It does mean that
the Jews of this and other nations
should give their loyal support to the
efforts toward national integration of
the Jews who already are there andthe few who may wish to go there."America, not having territorial in¬
terests in the near east and desiring todevelop her commercial and industrialrelations there, as already attested bythe extension of the Standard Oil Com¬pany's operations, would find in such a
quadruple alliance the opportunity for
expansion, with Palestine as a base."Manufactured articles which Amer¬
ica produces so easily and freely couldbe sold there. Palestine, with Jewishrulers who recognize the part America
must play In her rehabilitation and insympathy with American ideals of de-
mocracy, naturally would be most re¬ceptive to American industrial pioneers,be they Jew or Christian.

"I have talked to men of affairs inthis lountry and have spoken to manyChristian audiences. I have found themost cordial sympathy and the great-est rejoicing among men of all re-!ligions to the withdrawal of Palestinefrom Moslem rule."

CONFIRMS REPORT THAT
25,000 GERMANS DESERT

Cablegram to The Sunday Star and XewYork World. Copyright, 1018.
IX)NIX)N, January 12..The Daily

Chronicle's correspondent at Petro-
grad telegraphs confirmation of the
story that 25,000 German deserters are
intrenched at Kovno. At the same
time he adds that reports less trust¬
worthy have been received of a sim¬
ilar affair at Tarnopol, where Germans
and Austrians are said to be fightingAustrian and Slav divisions.

frozen ships released.
Four American Vessels Icebound in

St. Lawrence Free.
SYDNEY. N. S., January 12..Pour

American lake steamers that havei been
Icebound In the Gulf of St. Lawrence
for two weeks have been released. One
of th« fleet arrived here today and re¬
ported three other vessels on their wayto port. The steamers encountered
enormous ice floes oft Father Point,Quebec, but maintained no serious
damage. On two of them the supply3t provisions was nearly exhausted be¬fore they were able to break- the lee
blockade.

TO ENTER RELATIONS
WITH RUSS RADICALS
Great Britain's Stand Toward
Bolsheviki Informal.Hopes

to Gain Information.

GERMAN PURPOSE IN EAST

By the Associated Press.
I/ONDON, January 12..The British

government has decided to establish
informal relations with Maxim Lltvi-
noff, who was appointed by the bolshe¬
vik government as Russian ambassador
to London, according to the Daily Mail.
This step, adds the newspaper, has been
taken with a view to obtaining useful
information in regard to conditions in
Russia.
The position is, the Mail says, that

so long as Lenine and Trotzky remain
the de facto power in great Russia it
would be unwise to adopt an attitude
designed to shut off Great Britain from
receiving communications of possiblevalue and from supplying information,if. for example, Lenine and Trotzkyshould eventually be inclined to giveheed to the counsel tendered them bythe allied governments through the re¬
cent speeches of Mr. Lloyd George andPresident Wilson.

Armistice Is Extended.
Leon Trotzky. the bolshevik foreignminister, proposed at the peace negotia¬tions that the present armistice betweenRussia and Germany be prolonged for an¬other month, according to tn ExchangeTelegraph dispatch from Petrograd Thecentral powers accepted the proposal.
German Purpose in Parleys.

Cablegram to The Sunday Star and New {York World.
PETROGRAD, January 11, via London,!January 12..The latest news from

Brest-Litovsk makes it clear that the I
governments of the central empires, be- Iing assured that Russia will not be Jsupported by the entente at a general!
peace conference, are deliberately tak-l
ing a more uncompromising position, Iwith a view of strengthening the mill-I
tary annexationist parties by showing Jthe obvious trophies of the annexation-jist policy. They, like everybody except!Russia's allies, know Russia cannot con-Jtinue the war in the ordinary sense ex- I
cept under desperate conditions. They!know further that acceptance of Rus-1
sia's peace terms would not be reward- Ied by a general peace. They, therefore, |in single combat with Trotzky are do-|ing their best to keep the frontiers oflthe revolution as far as possible from Jthe frontiers of Germany.

Could Accept Any Terms.
Whatever may be the final terms of I

peace. Germany will be the dominant!
trader in Poland and Courland and]other adjacent provinces., From that!
point of view she could accept any!
terms. But even after peace is signed!Russia will not be a peaceful neighbor |and the Germans would prefer that the!
Baltic barons put down revolution in
Courland than to have revolution I
spreading over their own borders into I
eastern Prussia. They know that as |German troops leave the occupied ter- I
ritory the Russian revolution will come!
in.

It must be remembered that the Rus- I
sian revolution today is very much ob- I
noxious to the administrative revolu¬
tion of last March. That is true for
Russia as well as for Germany and ex¬
plains much of the bitter opposition to Jthe bolsheviki at home. This opposi¬tion makes Trotsky's position doubly Idifficult. I

Opposition Strengthened.
J;:"t as allied sabotage of the Stock-!

ho conference destroyed the last hope
of cilying the old Russian army under
Kerensky, so refusal to support Rus¬
sia at a general peace conference tends
to strengthen German opposition to 1
Trotzky's demands. Thus the patrioticDen prints a note on the conditions of
Riga under German rule, pointing out
that they are much better than thoseof Russia and even appealing to wom¬
en by saying that in Riga women's]boots sold for forty rubles ($7.60) a
pair, whereas here they bring eightyrubles ($15) or more. The patrioticRetch openly exults in the strength ofGerman opposition to the bolsheviki Iand in the attitude of the allies, notbecause these things help Russia, butbecause they can ibe used to damagethe bolsheviki.
The bolsheviki are equally obnoxious Jto the propertied classes of Germanyand Russia, for they stand with swordspointing both ways, preventing prop-1erty owners on either side of them frommutually coming to terms.

1,560lillMES
THROWN OPEN TOMSI
Hon Accommodation! for Govern¬

ment Workers Heeded.Local .

Y. W. C. A. Makes Denial.

During the month ending yesterday
1,560 rooms in the private homes of
Washington have been thrown open to
government clerks coming here to do
war work for the government.
These figures were made public lastnight by William H. Baldwin, chairmanof the District Council of Defense,which is operating a room-renting bu¬

reau to find quarters for the new gov¬ernment clerks as they arrive.
According to Mr. Baldwin these rooms

were in 1,169 homes. In a majority of
cases, he said, the occupants agreed totake young women, who form the bulkof the great army of clerks the gov¬ernment is bringing here.

More Booms Are Needed.
"While these figures are very grati¬fying," said Mr. Baldwin, "we need still

more rooms, and renew our appeal to
those householders whovhave not yetdone so to list a room with the bu¬reau."
Mr. Baldwin pointed out that there

are hundreds or more of clerks readyto come to Washington immediatelyand that living accommodations must
be found for them, since the clerical
army of the government in Washing¬ton is as essential to the winning of
the war as the military forces in thefield.
The room bureau is still temporarilylocated in the Chamber of Commerce,611 12th street, but Mr. Baldwin said

last night it probably would be moved
to its own office at 1321 New York ave¬
nue early this week.

Local Y. W. C. A. Makes Denial.
Officers of the local Y. W. C. A. yester¬day denied that they are endeavoring to

discourage young girls in nearby states
from coming to Washington in search of
positions because of the scarcity of liv¬
ing accommodations here. Such a warn¬
ing was sent out several days ago byhe women's war work council of the Y.
W. C. A. from New York, but had noconnection with the local Y. W. C. A.
Commissioner Brownlow has not yetdecided on a successor for Dr. R. s.Woodward as chairman of the housingcommittee of the District Council of De¬

fense to assist Leroy Thomas, who isdirectly In charge of the room-rentingbureau.

Prohibition officers at Wheeling W,.Va., are experiencing much trouble indealing with persons who bring liquor
from the Ohio side, due to the fact thatthe "bone dry" violators are utilisingthe frosen Ohio river as a means of
entrance to West Virginia, Instead oftrolley cars and the bridges.

J

TOTS HELP SOLDIERS AND SOLDIERS HELP THEMSELVES WHEN
BUY WAR SAVINGS STAMPS.

Upper.Miss Daisy Prentice explaining to the children of the Adams School kindergarten the advantages in baying
the stamps.

Lower.Mailmen in post office automobile doing a good business in war saving* stamps with a few of Uncle Sam's
fighters on 15th street.

LAW KEEPS RUSSIAN OFFICERS
OUT OF AMERICAN SERVICE

By the Associated Press.
WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN

FRANCE, January 12..Because of the
law that does not permit any but
citizens of the United States to become
officers in the American Army, it has
become necessary to refuse the offer of
a Russian officer, representing a large
number of brother Russian officers in
France, to place a group of officers at
the disposal of Gen. Pershing, to be
used as he might see fit. The decision
also affects the plan of the United
States Army to take over the Russian
army in France, to be utilized as a
labor army at the same rate of pay as
the American labor battalions.

Many of the Russian officers would
have proved of great value to the
American forces as instructors, aviators
and interpreters. When their repre¬
sentative was informed by the Ameri¬
can officials that it would be impossible
to grant the request of himself and his
comrades, he explained:

"I had hoped to be abfe to fight for
Russian liberty under the Stars and
Stripes and would gladly become a

citizen of the UniteiY States for the
privilege of serving her armies. I am
now a man without a country, but I
am unable to fight. I shall offer my
services to the Red Cross or the Young
Men's Christian Association and en¬
deavor to be of assistance to the men
who are fighting."

FELIX DIAZ, WITH 2,000 MEN,
IS THREATENING VERA CRUZ

Felix Diaz with an army of some 2,000
men was reported in official dispatches
received here last night to have pro¬

gressed to within twenty-two miles of
Vera Cruz after defeating a force under
Gen. Herlberto Jara. Diaz was said to

have seized the railroads connecting
that port with Mexico City and was

credited also with a plan to attack the
port city.
Reports of the activity of Diaz^ created

unusual interest here because recent

information had indicated that there is

an understanding between him and
Manuel Palaez, the controlling factor
In the oil field district in Tampico. Offl-

FRANCE TO MILITARIZE
POST AND WIRE SERVICES

PARIS. January 12..The minister of

war has made known his intention to

place all the postal and telegraph serv¬

ice under the war department, mili¬
tarizing the entire service.

SAYS U. S. WILL DISRUPT FIRM.

Senator Kenyon Speaks Derisively of
Kaiser's Partnership With God.
NEW YORK, January 12..Dissolu¬

tion of "the partnership of the kaiser

and God.a partnership which God

does not seem to know much about".

will be one of the things the United

States will accomplish in the war,

Senator William S. Kenyon of Iowa

declared in addressing members of the

Republican Club of New York city at

a luncheon today.
Senator Kenyon, who recently re¬

turned from a tour of the western

war front, said: "God is not a Ger¬

man god. Great Britain and the United
States cannot be bluffed. We are not
frightened by 'the mailed fist.' I am

glad that we can come to the assist¬
ance of Belgium and France."
After telling of what he character¬

ized as. "horrors left in the wake of
the Hun" in France and Belgium, Sena¬
tor Kenyon said. "We had better die
fighting shoulder to shoulder than per¬
mit these things to occur here."

EXPLOSION ENTOMBS MINERS.

Of 247 Men in Pit Only One Hun¬
dred Are Reported Rescued.

HALMEREND, North Staffordshire,
England. January 12..An explosion
occurred In a mine pit here today and
It is feared heavy loss of lite resulted.
Of 247 men In the mine at the tim*
of the explosion 100 men had been rea-

tnn <o>nf

ciols, however, did not believe that
even if Diaz took Vera Cruz he could
hold it.
Diaz organized a revolutionary move¬

ment against Carranza more than a
year ago. but until lately his opera¬
tions were confined largely to the
territory near the Isthmus of Tehuan-
tepec. His failure to co-ordinate the
many factions opposed to" President
Carranza caused officials of this gov¬
ernment to regard his efforts as of
little consequence. Recent reports,however, have indicated that his agentshave been having some success in gain¬ing support, especially in the north.
His chief lieutenant is Gen. Aureliano
Blanquet, who was prominent in the
armies of Porfirio Diaz and VictorianoHuerta.

|58 BELGIANS EXECUTED;
; DENIED DEFENSE RIGHTS
Recent Outrages, Based on Charges

of Spying, Bring Total of 170
Since January, 1917.

Hy the Associated Press.
LONDON, January 12..Word has

been received here at the Belgian of¬
ficial quarters of fifty-eight more of-
ficial executions in Belgium. This
brings the number of Belgians exe-
cuted since January, 1917, to 170,
among whom were at least two wom-
en, three girls from fourteen to six-
teen years old, and several youths un¬
der twenty.
All the executed Belgians were as¬

sumed by the Germans to be guilty of
spying, and in many cases arrest, con¬
demnation and execution took placewithin three or four days, and, tm're-
fore, no serious inquiry could have
been made.
Under the rule of the late Gov. Gen.

von Bisslng 100 executions took placein one year, according to the Germanofficial reports. Gov. Gen. von Falken-
hausen has increased this record three¬fold, and he ceased publishing the
names of the victims in order that theycould not be identified as martyrs bytheir compatriots. As a further pre¬caution, the executed persons havebeen buried inside the prison walls.

Soft Goal Fire Causes Alarm.
The Are department received a call

last night for a supposed fire in one
of the buildings of the War Depart¬
ment near 7th and B streets south-
west. It is said a watchman in the
building started a Are in a stove,using soft coal, and the flames comingfrom « chimney attracted the attention'of persons, who sent in an alarm.

SALARIES IN SCHOOLS
IS THEME OF CITIZENS

Mount Pleasant Association Urges
Increased Pay for Teach¬

ers and Janitors.

Increased pay for grade teachers,
janitors and assistant janitors of the
public schools was urged by the Mount
Pleasant Citizens' Association ir. res-
olutions adopted at a meeting at the
Brown Betty Inn, 16th street and Park
road last night.
In a joint resolution, introduced by

William H. Linkins and Arthur D.
Call, it was set forth that President
Wilson has urged that the schools
maintain their standards and that the
children remain in the schools for
service of the nation in these days of
war.

It also was asserted that the cost of
living in Washington has increased at
least twice over what it was three
years ago. In view of this and the
fact that the government is offeringlarge salaries to clerks, the resolutions
set forth that the grade teachers, jani¬
tors and assistant janitors ought to
have their salaries increased.
The committee on schools, of which

Mr. Linkins is chairman, was instruct¬
ed to present the matter to the Dis¬
trict Commissioners and Board of Edu¬
cation.

Street Car Service Criticised.
The street car service on the Mount

Pleasant line of the Washington Rail¬
way and Electric Company was dis¬
cussed at length and several members
declared it is getting worse every day.
A communication was read from an
officer of the company relative to the
schedule of the cars, in which it was
stated the cars arrive at the terminus
faster than they can be gotten out
for the down town trip. The secretary
was instructed to send all of the cor¬
respondence to President King of the
railway company, calling his atten¬
tion to the statement of this officer of
the company, and urging that somethingbe done to get the cars away from the
terminus.
A resolution was adopted favoring the

use of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal to
bring coal to Washington. The efforts of
Representative Moore of Pennsylvania to
have the number of boats on the canal
incraesced was commended.
In resolutions adopted, Ixmis Brownlow

was congratulated on his reappointment
as District Commissioner.

TO DISCUSS D. C. SUFFRAGE.
Federation Will Also Consider

Forming Red Cross Auxiliary.
Suffrage for the people of the District

will be discussed at a special meeting
of the Suffrage Federation, composed o
various women's organizations, at 1626
Rhode Island avenue, at 7:30 o'clock to¬
morrow evening.
The executive board of the federation

has gone on record in favor of some
form of self-government for the people
of the National Capital, and will
recommend that the federation indorse
its action.
The federation also will consider the

organization of a Red Cross auxiliary.
The National American Woman's Suf¬
frage Association has offered the use
of its assembly room at the Rhode Is¬
land avenue address for the Red Crosi
work, should the federation decide tc
undertake it. Mrs. L.ouis Brownlow
wife of the District Commissioner, it
chairman of the federation.

Food Disturbances in Spain.
BARCELONA, Spain, January 12..

The publication of a decree fixing- the
prices of foodstuffs has resulted In seri¬
ous disturbances. Many of the shops
have been shut and bands of women
paraded the streets. Mobs attacked the
shops, looting' them. Similar scenes are
reported from Valencia.

Banker on Stalled Train, But
by Proxy Denies Financiers

Are Gainers by War.

FAVORS FINANCIAL BOARD

By the Associated Preis.
CHICAGO, January 12..American

financiers had nothing? to gain and
everything to lose by war, according
to a statement by Otto H. Kahn, a New
York banker, which was read tonight
at a banquet of the Chicago Bankers'
Club.
Mr. Kahn was to have addressed the

bank erst but his train was stalled by
the storm.
Several of the nation's leading finan-

oiers spent tonight in a enow drift
"somewhere east of Chicago" aboard
the twentieth oentury limited, which
departed from New York Friday after¬
noon.
The party is headed by Mr. Kahn.

Other members are Francis L*. Hine.
president of the First National Bank,
New York; James S. Alexander, presi¬
dent of the Bank of Commerce; Eugene
V. R. Thayer, newly elected president
of the Chase National Bank, and Rollin
P. Grant, president of the Irving Na¬
tional Bank.
"Promoters of disunion, said Mr.

Kahn's statement as read at the back¬ers' club, "pretend to believe that this
war was started by big business men
for selfish reasons and for the purpose
of gain. This assertion is in flat con¬
tradiction to the facts.

Bound to be Losers.
"Business and business men have

everything to gain by keeping the
United States at peace. In the two
years previous to our entry into the
war enormous profits on munitions and
supplies were made by American busi¬
ness men. It was plain to every one
that if America entered the war the

government would practically control
the munitions and supply factories.
as it has done.and that these profits
would cease. Business men are bound
to be heavy losers through America's
entry into the war."
Mr. Kahn's statement found fault

with the war tax law, declaring that
too many committees attended to its
enforcement. He urged a board of eco¬
nomic strategy composed of six busi¬
ness men to deal with financial and
economic problems, including war tax.
In regard to income tax Mr. Kahn's

statement pointed out that small in¬
comes are taxed less in this country
than in other belligerent countries and
big incomes more.

GUIDE FOR DEPORTMENT
OF MILITARY OFFICERS

Col. Dapray Issues Order Which
Will Be Supplied to D. C.

Guardsmen.

Declaring "that it is improper apd
contrary to Army regulations and the
rules and articles of war for any officer
in the military establishment, including
the District of Columbia National
Guard, to use any efforts to procure
personal favor or consideration or to
influence legislation," a general order
issued from (he office of Col. J. A.
Dapray, adjutant general of the Dis¬
trict of Columbia and commanding of¬
ficer of the new District National
Guard, directs attention to the fact
that any mark of censure or approba¬
tion among military men toward others
in the miltta', -rvlce is prohibited.
The order. \ hicl will be furnished to

every officer b."1 ¦' snlisted man in the
District of Coluin'i.a militia, is Intended
as a guide for the deportment of mili¬
tary men in the professional and civic
relations.

Warns Against Egotism.
It calls attention to the fact that "per¬

sonal acquaintances or friendships be¬
tween persons in the military establish¬
ment and those prominent in official life
are personal privileges which should
never be used among military men or in
military circles in a spirit of public or
private bo-stfulness, egotism or self-
aggrandizement."
Particularlv is attention called to the

military prohibition which states that
"these provisions are especially true
with regard to the President of the
Unitel States and members of the cabi¬
net."

Further Bestrlctions.
Men -wearing the uniform of a branch

of the military servloe of the United
States without having enlisted in some
branch of the service are made the
subjects of a paragraph in the order
which states, "Recent federal legisla¬
tion has carefully defined the person®
who are authorized to wear the mili¬
tary uniform." One point emphasized
by Col Dapray is the fact that ac¬
cording to the regulations governing
the wearing of military uniforms mem¬
bers of the National Guard not in the
federal servloe are not entitled to wear
the uniform under any conditions.

LEFT TO SUPREME COURT
On advice of the Department of Jus¬

tice. the bureau of internal revenue has
decided to let the Supreme Court decide
whether, in figuring income and excess
profits for the past year, inventories
may be made on the basis of either
original cost or present market value,
whichever is lower.
Income and excess profits tax return

forms were accordingly changed and
will be issued this week with provision
for reporting on both bases. Tax
eventually will be collected under the
optional system if the -Supreme Court
sustains it, or on cost if the court de¬
cides against the option plan. Returns
must be filed by March 1, but the court
will not hear argument until March 4
on a case involving the disputed point.
This case, known as Mitchell vs. Doyle,
was brought originally In the district
court in Michigan.
The Treasury this week will issue a

formal order embodying the new de¬
cision. which is regarded as one of the
nost important under the war tax law.
The optional plan of reporting securl-
.ies or merchandise was Intended main-
y to eliminate the necessity of actually
selling holdings of depreciated value In
irder to record losses. Millions of dol-
.ars in taxes are involved.

KEEPS ON DESPITE THE ICE.

Army Engineer Service Dredge Con¬
tinues Eastern Branch Improvement
Despite the heavy ice on Eastern

branch, the U. S. Army engineer service
dredge Atlas has been able to keep up
the work on the improvement of the
waterway without Interruption, and
will continue throughout the winter.
She Is employed in digging a trench for
riprap work for the concrete ana stone
seawaU to be erected in the spring
near the Benning bridge.
The snagboat xork la laid up at the

engineer service reservation on the
Washington channel, opposite the root
of 14th street. Before time comes for
her to resume work In the early BP£jngher machinery, boilers and hoisting
tutflt will receive a general overhaul¬
ing.

PRESIDENT A GUEST!,
AT BRILLIANT BALL
HELD FOR CHARITY:

With Mrs. Wilson, Participates^
in Event Which Proves \
One of Season's Best. <'

MANY NATIONAL LEADERS
AMONG THOSE PRESENT"

Attractive Scenea Presented at the
New Willard; Children'! Hot-7 I

pital to Benefit. i

The presence of the President an®-
Mrs. Wilson was the crowning touch In
the success of one of the greatest of
charity balls, given last night at th«
New Willard Hotel.
The appeal of the Children's Hospital

is far reaching and representatives of
all circles answered the call. Profes¬
sional men, men of prominence in com- i
morcial affairs, with eminent jurists and
'statesmen, and hundreds of men in uni¬
form helped to swell the numbers and
incidentally added thousands of dollar®
to the hospital fund.

Many Newcomers Present.
Some diplomats and many debutante#

were present, for no bud with a glim¬
mering of the ways of th« Washington
world ever permits another engage¬
ment to conflict with the great charity
ball of the winter. Many from the large
contingent of newcomers were present.
Over thirty boxes, with their crimson

hangings, filled with the leaders of the
fashionable world of the capital, lined
the walls of the long ballroom, dancers
thronging the floors of both ballrooms.
Two sections of the Marine Band
playing in the balcony, overlooking the
entrance to the large.ballroom, furnish¬
ed the music.
A buffet supper was served in tne

red room.

Starts at Early Hour.
Being a Saturday night ball, the hours

were early. Dancing commenced at »"clock and the many dinner parties of
the evening began to arrive shortly
^Standards of towering palms framed
the entrance to the ballroom suite. The
guests were received by Mrs. Mahlon
Pitney, chairman of the ball commit¬
tee: Mrs. James W. Wadsworth, jr.;
Mrs. John Crayke Simpson. Mrs.
Westcott. Ms. Stephen B. Elkins Mrs.
R. S. Reynolds Hitt and Mrs. Clarence

^Mrs" Pitney received In a stunning
gown of green and .liver brocade
trimmed wtth rhinestones and carried
a bouquet of orchids and American

b.Mrs.eajohn Crayke Simpson wore a
handsome gown of black velvet with
let on the corsage.
Mrs. Westcott wore a gown of yellow

and white brocade.
.Mrs. Wadsworth wore a handsome

gown of ivory brocade and pearl orna-

mCMra. Elkins wore amethyst-colored
brocade and diamond ornaments. Mrs
Hitt wore a beautiful ®°3,nth0 rhfne-blue and sliver brocade with J"j»inestone shoulder straps, a necklyeofpearls and strand of rubies *nd pearls.
Mrs. Wilson wore an .«Jfl"*°fWtIilledeep blue charmeuse with top of tulle
the same shade.

MrPresentations were made t>y »r.
George Howard, chairman, iand Lieut.
Edward A. Mitchell, vice carman of
the floor committee, assisted by Mr.
Justice Pitney.

I
Arrival of Presidential Party.

The buglers of the Marine Band an¬
nounced the arrival of the
party, which reached the hotel at 10.2S
and remained about an hour. As they
stepped from the elevator *t the tenth
floor and passed into the ballroom the
band played "The Star Spangled Ban¬
ner" and the hundreds of guests lined
up many standing at attention. The box
reserved for the presidential party was
hung with the President s flag.
Accompanying the PrMldent wm Mir

Wilson, who wore a handsome costumeor
black velvet with panels of jet. with the
corsage and sleeves of tulle
let and rhinestones. and a Jet tiara Mrs.
Francis Bowes Sayre in cream satln
fashioned on simple lines and combined
with cream lace: MisaBonng,lnFrench
blue satin, with top of white lace veiled
with blue tulle, and Miss Benham, in
Klllarney green taffeta and tulle

In the Boxes.
The Brazilian Ambassador and Mme.

da Gama had a party In their box
which included Mr. and Mrs. Elbert H-
Gary. Mr. and Mrs. Irving Brokaw. and
Mrs. Herman Frasch. all of New York,
and Mr. Artl-.ur Williams.
Senator and Mrs. James . wads-

worth, jr.. had a box party, their guests
Including Mrs. Mandevllle Carlisle, Mrs.
Fletcher Harper, Mr. Frederick Ster¬
ling and Lieut. Hirkle.
Mr. and Mrs. Aksel Chr. P. Wichfeld

had among their guests the honorary
attache of the Spanish embassy and
Mme. de Heeren, Mr .and Mrs. Charles
Emory, Mrs. Cochran of New York. Miss
Perin and Lieut. Cutting.
Mme. Christian Hauge had a party in

her box, which included Justice and
Mrs. Mahlon Pitney. Sir Charles and
Lady Ross. Mrs. Richard Townsend. Mr.
and Mrs. Hugh Wallace and Miss Todd.
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Upson had among

their guests in their box Capt.. and
Mrs. Carlisle. Miss Ruth Dodge, Lieut.
Weaver and Lieut. Dodge.
Senator Phelan entertained In his box

Senator and Mrs. Lee Overman, Mr. and
Mrs. Edward N. Hurley, Senator and
Mrs Morris Sheppard, Mrs. Armstead
Davis. Miss Hallle Davis, Miss Kathar¬
ine Overman, Miss Grace Overman, Sen¬
ator McKellar, Mr. Lewis Stevenson
and Miss Elizabeth Stevenson.
Mrs. Marshall Field's party in her

box Included Senator and Mrs. Peter
G. Gerry. Miss Gerry. Mrs. Charles A.
Munn and Countess Gizycka.
Mrs. Stephen B. Elkins entertained

a box party, having among her guestsMr. and Mrs. Arthur Lee and Mrs. John

Representative William B. McKinlejr
and Miss Mattls entertained a party In
their box, which included Mrs. James
R. Mann. Mr. and Mrs. Huston Thomp¬
son. Dr. and Mrs. John Crayke Simp¬
son, Mr. and Mrs. Walter 8. Penfleld.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bradley. Gen.
Charles H. Lauchheimer Mr. Edward
Flather. Mrs. Charles Blankenship of <
Baltimore. Mr. and Mrs. Huntington
Adams of New York. Mrs. Victor jKauffmann and Mr. F. G. Legg of Bal- j"'lar'and Mrs. Richard Crane enter- 1
tained in their b0* "J- "d Mrs. Ran- I
dall Hagner. Mr. and Mra. Walter Tuck-
erman. Mrs. Harry Payne Bingham,
Mr and Mrs. Willard Tomllnson of
Haverford Pa.: Mrs. Albert Billings
Ruddock, Mr. Georgevltch. Mr. Malcolm
G. Brute and Mr. Francis Johnson.

Mrs. Delos Blodgett entertained a
vftT rmrtv her guests including Mr.^ Rufus Day. Mrs. Edward
Everett Blodgett. Mrs T.^ WItt TjU. ,

Dewey Lieut. Armond Bebard, Lieut.
Kahler and Mr. Delos Blodgett, jr.
Mr and Mrs. Thomas P. Logan enter¬

tained a large party in their box. their
guests including Miss Margaret Wil¬
son Mrs. Joseph Davles. Capt. and Mrs. k
Paul Curtis. Mr. and Mrs.

Mis* Martf StoT"C*'
^Mra*Edward C. Walker s box P»rtr
Ineluded Mr. and Mrs. Fleming l*gr

(Continued on Tweutk Pace.)


